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Press Release 16/2010

congatec COM Express modules at the heart of Intel’s Embedded Building Blocks initiative

Embedded Building Blocks initiative facilitates embedded solutions for SMEs

Nuremberg, Germany, SPS/IPC/DRIVES, November 23, 2010   * * * Under the auspices of Intel Corporation and in cooperation with TQ-Group and apra-norm, congatec AG has launched the Embedded Building Blocks initiative to make it easier for small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs) to gain access to embedded computer technology and entry into the industrial computer market.

A key driving force of innovation in Europe, many SMEs still do not have optimal access to embedded computer technology. Industrial applications are often created with the help of standard office computers instead of using robust embedded computers that offer longer life spans and long-term availability. The Embedded Building Blocks initiative aims to change this situation.

congatec’s COM Express computer modules are key components of the Embedded Building Blocks system with modules ranging from the Intel® Atom™ to the Intel® Core™ i7 processor. TQ-Group provides a further building block in the shape of an industrial carrier board with a variety of functions and configuration options. A particularly robust housing developed specifically for these applications by apra-norm completes the system.

"The joint program is an excellent example of how to give SMEs quick access to new and innovative technologies "Made in Germany". A medium-sized business ourselves, congatec is in a position to fully appreciate the current technological challenges of SMEs and the benefits of such a scalable initiative," underlines Axel Petrak, Director Sales and Marketing of congatec AG and one of the initiators of the Embedded Building Blocks initiative.
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These flexible modules provide a cost-effective way of implementing a wide range of applications with a compact, robust and fanless embedded computer solution. Typical applications are found in automation and medical technology, digital security and surveillance, but can also be seen in the retail sector as well.

The flexible, robust and compact computer unit resulting from this collaboration comes standard with a large choice of interfaces. External interface options include 4x USB 2.0, 2x Gigabit Ethernet, DVI and RS-232, with SATA, CompactFlash and CFast slots available for internal mass storage. A MiniPCIe interface has been integrated to allow flexible expansion. In case that’s not enough, a proprietary I/O interface is available that offers additional USB, PCIe x1, High Definition Audio, Siemens VDO and I²C interface extensions. This allows designers to implement, for example, an additional DVI-I interface or field buses such as CAN in application or industry-specific add-in boards.

The successful collaboration of several industry experts has created an easy-to-use and easy-to-configure solution that provides access to embedded computer technology to a mass of users. With congatec’s COM Express modules, robust embedded computer solutions are now available to all.

More details at http://www.tq-components.com/de/produkte/comsys/.

About congatec AG
congatec AG has its head office in Deggendorf in Bavaria. It is an innovative business that specializes in the development and marketing of industrial computer modules using the standard form factors Qseven, COM Express, XTX and ETX. With this focus and annual revenue of 26 million euros (2009), congatec is today a leading manufacturer in this field. The company’s products can be used in a variety of industries and applications, such as industrial automation, medical technology, automotive supplies, aerospace and transportation. Core knowledge and technical know-how includes unique extended BIOS features as well as comprehensive driver and board support packages. Following the design-in phase, customers are given support via extensive product lifecycle management. The company’s products are manufactured by specialist service providers in accordance with modern quality standards. congatec currently has 92 employees and branch offices in the UK, Sweden, the Czech Republic, Israel, Taiwan and the USA. More information is available on our website at www.congatec.com.

* * *

Intel and Intel Core are registered trademarks of the Intel Corporation in the USA and in other countries.

congatec is an Associate Member with the Intel® Embedded Alliance, a community of communications and embedded developers and solution providers. For more information, please visit www.intel.com/go/eca
